The Sp'anish Awerican War: Crucible of Empire

Backgrouwd: Roosevelt charging up Kettle Hill, the Rough Riders and the sinking of The Maine-
these are what wany people commonly know about the United States’ 1898 war with Spain,
What they way not remewber is that this was the war that wmoved the United States to center
stage as a world power.

Watch the following excerpt and take notes on the below prowpts,

1, Clip One: The Cuban Rebellion -.
- Pescribe the background the Cuban Rebellion,
- Why does the United States get involved?

2, Clip Two: Pelome Letter

Pescribe the contents of the Pelome Letter.
How does the Awerican public react?

Who is Hearst?

3. Clip Three: U.S. Prepares for War ‘
Pescribe how prepared the United States was for War?
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4., Clip Four: The U.S, in the Philippives
Pescribe V.S, treatwent in the Philippines?
What was Taft’s role in the Philippines?

5. Clip Five: Epilogue
. Was conquest of the Phll(ppmes a success? Explain,

What was the result of Guba? Explain.

ln your opiwion, do you helieve that the U.S. transition of becowting an imperial power was
- worth it? Why? Explain,
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Name:
'Acquiring New Lands

Drrections: )
Using chapter 18.3, bullet three to four facts about U.S. relations with the Philippines, Guam, Cuba and China.

Philippines ) _ Puerto Rico Cuba China

Reflect: . : .
After evaluating the relationship the United States established with the above four nations, how would you characterizé American
imperialism? .

How was the U.S. policy toward China different from thie U.S. policy toward the Philippines? To what can you attribute the
difference? . . :
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¢ —o —Yiations.-Further delay-would only-worsen-the* femiblo- -conditions Among the reasons

3. McKinley Submits a War Message (1898)°

Despite the belated concessions of Spain, McKinley sent his war mestage to-
Congress on April 11, 1898, His nerves were giving way under the constant clamor
for war; his beart went out to the misireated Cubans, (He had 2nonymously con.
tributed $5000 for their relief,) He realized that Spain’s offer of an ammistice, at
the discretion of her commander, did not guarantee peace. The rebels had to agree
on terms; and Spain- bad shown a talent for breuking promises and protracting nego-

that McKinley here gives Congress for Intervention, which ones are the soundest and
which the weakest? Was there danger in intervening for humanitarian reasons?

The grounds for such intervention may be briefly summarized as follows:
First. In the cause of hurhanity and to put an end to the barbarities,
bloodshed, starvation, and horrilile miseries now: existing there, and which-
the parties to the conflict-aré éither wnable-or unwilling to stop or mitigate:
It is 1o answer to say this is all in another country, belonging to another
nation, and is thetefore none of gur business. Tt is specially our duty, fm

it is right at our door, ‘
Second, We owe it to our citizensin Cuba to afford them that protection

and indemnity for life and property which no government there can or
will afford, and to that end to terminate the conditions that deprive them
of legal protection,

Third. The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury
to the commerce, trade, and business of our people and by the wanton
destruction of property and devastation of the island, :

Fourth, and which is of the utmost importance. The present condition -

of affairs in Cuba is a constant menace to our peace, and entails ‘upon thxs‘" £

‘government an enormous expense. With such a confliet waged for years in.”
an island so near us and with which our people have such trade and’
business relations; when. the lives and liberty of our citizens are in constant
danger and their property destroyed and themselves ruined; where our
trading vessels are liable to seizure and are seized at our very door by
warshaps of & fofaign nation; the expeditions of flibustering [freebooting]
that we"are powerless to prevent altogether, and the irritating questions
‘and entanglements thus arising—all these and others.that I need not men-
Hon, with the resulting strained relations, ate a gonstant menaca o our
peace and compel us to keep on a semi-war footmg with a nation with
which we are at peace.

These elements of danger and disorder already pointed out have been
strikingly illustrated by a tragic event which has deeply and justly moved |
the'American people. I have already transmitted to Congress the report of
the Naval Court of Inquiry on the destruction of the battleship Maine in
the harbor of Havana during the night of the 15th of February, The destruc-
tion of that noble vessel has filled the national heart with inexpressible
horror, Two hundred ard Afty-gight brave sailors and marines and two
officers of -our Navy, reposing inthe fancied security of a friendly harbor,
have been hurled to death, [and] grief and want brought to thelr homes
and soirow to the nation, '

The Naval Court of Inquiry, which, it is needless to say, commands the
unqualified confidence of the government, was unanimous in its conclusion
that the destruction of the Maine wis cansed Dy an exterior o\jalosmn-—(l)al

. -

. F



Cof 'a subsarine mine® 1t did not assume to place the responsibility, That

remains-tobe fixed, oo
In any cvent, tie destruction of the Muaine, by whatever exlerior cause,

Is a palent and, jmpressive prool of a stato of things fn Cuba that {s intoler-.
~abler-That-condition is thus shown-to be-such: that-the Spanish- government -~
cannot assure safety and security to a vessel of the American. Navy in the
harbor of Havana on dthission of peace, and rightfully there. ., .

{McKinley here refers tq the oﬂér by the Spanish minister to arbitrate the
Maine, and stinply adds, “To this I have made no reply.”)

The-lorig trial has proved that the object for which Spain has waged the
war cannot be attained, The Bre of insurrection may flame or may smolder_,
with varying seasons; but it has not-beenand-it-is plain—that-it-canmot e
extinguished by present methods. The only hope of relief and repose from .
a condition which can no longer be endured is the enforced pacification of
Cuba. In the name of humanity, in the name of civilization, in béhalf of
endangered American interests which give us the right and the duty to
speak and to act, the'war in Cuba must stop. . . - :

The issue s now with the Congress, It-is a solemn responsibility, I have
exhausted every effort to- relieve the intolerable condition of affairs which
is at our doors, Prepared to execute every obligation imposed upon me by
the Constitution and the Jaw, T await your action.

Yesterday, and since the preparation of the foregoing message, officialy”
information was received by me that the latest decree of the Queen Regént
of Spain directs General Blanco, in order to ‘prepare and facilitate peace,
to proclaim a suspension of hostilities, the duration and details of which
have not yet beén communicated to me. -

This fact, with every other pertinent consideration, will, I am sure, have
your just and carefu] attention in the solemn deliberations upon which you -
are about to enter. If this measure attains a successful result, then our
aspirations 4s a Christian, peace-loving people will be realized. If it fails,
it will be only another justification for our contemplated action,

-

-

® Assuming that the outside-explosion theory is correct—and it has been serlously chnilchged
—the Maine might have been blown up by Cuban insurgents secking 10 lnvolve the United

., States in the war, _ .
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L. McKinfey Prays for Guidance (1898) -

What to do with the conquered Philippines? At fist McKinley considered taking .

only a foothold at Manila, on the thain island of Luzon, But this would be rendered .
militarily untenable if the remaining islends should fall into the hands of an un-

. friendly power, possibly Germany. The deciclon then lay between all or nothing.
To hand back the islands to Spain was unthinkable. After fighting ¢ war to freei.
Cuba from Spanish mistule, America could hardly return the Filipinos, who . had
likewlse risen in revolt, to Spanish misule. To, cut them’ eompletely Joose might
result in a mad scramble among the powers that would touch off a wodd war into™”

il sy bioks Aieried sight be drawn; MeKinley had to make the deeision’ while badly upset -

U

by the murder of his brotherinaw at the hands of a befrayed woman, He. Jater
told a group of fellow Methodists how le sought divine guidance, presumably late
in October, 1898, How sound is McKinley's reasoning? Ave there elements of racism

in his thinking? . . . '

When next I realized that the Philippines had dropped into our laps, 1
confess I did not krow what t0 do with them. I sought—counsel from all
sides—Demaocrats as' well as Republicans—but got little help. I thought first
we would take only Manila; then Luzon; then other jslands, perhaps, also.

I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight; -
and I am not ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my
knees and prayed Almighty God for light and guidance more than one
night. And one night late it came to me this way—1 dont lmow how it was,

but it came:

(1) That we could not give them back to Spain—that would be cowardly
and dishonorable; ' '

(2) That we could not turn them over to France or Germany, our ¢om-
mercial rivals in the Orient—that would be bad business and dis-
creditable; » e

{3) That we could not leave them to themselves—they were unfit for
self-government, and they would soon have anarchy and mijsrule
worse-than-Spain’s-was; and : ) e

(4) That there was nothing left for us to do but to take them all, and
to eduoats the Fillpinos, and uplift and civilize and Christianize them
and by God’s grace do the very best we could by them, as our
fellow men, for whom Christ also died. : -

PR

~ —-And-then I went to bed and wenf tor sleép, and slept soundly, and the™ -

next morning 1 sent for the chief engiheer'of the War Department (our
map-maker), and I told him to put the Philippines on the map of the United
States (pointing to a large map on the wall of his office), and there they . ~

—areand there they will stay while I am President]

»
L This document is a report of an fnterview with McKinley ar the White House, November
21, 1899, written by one of the intervlewers and confirmed by others present, Published In

The Chiisfian AdvoeateJan227-1903,—t+is - here. reprinted from _C, 8. Qleolt, The Life of

William McKinley (1916), 11, 110-11,
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| | The Platt Amendment, 1901 |
The United States ocoupied Cuba for five years dfter 1898. In 1901 Secretary of War ‘Elihu Root drafted a
set of articles (later known as the Platt Amendment) as guidelines for future United States-Cuban

.relations. Despite.considerable Cuban: resistances theyr becarme-w fiartaf the-d 902 Cuban Comstitution In = ™ = '

following years the United States used the qonendment several tinies lo send troops to-maintain or place

friendly governments in power and to protect investments, The amendment was abrogated in 1934,

Whereas the Congress of the United States of Arherica, by an Act approved March 2,
1901, provided as follows: i

L-That the government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty or other compact with
atty foreign power or powers which will impair or tend to impair the independence of
Cuba, nor in any manrner authorize or permit any foreign power or powers to obtain by
colonization or for military or riaval purposes or otherwise, lodgement in or control over
any portion of said island. '

II. That said government shall not assuni¢ or contract any public debt, to pay the interest
upon which, and to make reasonable sinking fund provision for the ultimate discharge of
which, the ordinary revenues of the island, after defraying the current expenses of
government shall be inadequate. '

III. That the government of Cuba corisents that the United States may exercise the right
to intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence, the maintenance of 4
government adequate for the protection of life, property, and individual liberty, and for
discharging the obligations with respect to Cuba imposed by the treaty of Paris on the
United States, now to be assumed and undertaken by the government of Cuba.

IV, That all Acts of the United States in Cuba during its military occupancy thereof are
ratified and validated, and all Jawful rights acquired thereunder shall be maintained and
protected. :

V. That the government of Cuba will execute, and as far as necessary extend, the plans
alreddy. devised of other plans to be mutvally agreed upon, for the sanitation of the cities
of the island, to the end that a recurrence of epidemic and infectious diseases may be
prevented, thereby assuring protection to the people and commeree of Cuba, as well as to
the commerce of the southern ports of the United States and the people residing therein.
Vi, That to enable the United States to maintain the independence of Cuba, and to
protect the people thereof; as well as for its own defense, the government of Cuba will
sell or lease to.the United States lands necessary for coaling or naval stations at certain
specified points to be agreed upon with. the President of the United States."

VIIL That by way of further assurance the government of Cuba wiII'embgldy the
foregoing provisions in a permanent treaty with the United States,

Source; "The Platt Amendment,” in Treaties and Other Intemational Agreements of the United States of America, 17761949, vol, 8,
ed. C.1. Bevans (Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 197 1), pp. 111617, kY|
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Document-BasedAssessment |

'

pmerican Imperialism S

. chould:thie United States annex terifpties in.ofder to estalilish a
globnl‘émpir,e? Or should it honor Americaly.roots by granting
Loiferule fo-the riative pigoples of those lands? Use your
ynowleclgé of thie.deliata over Amerfcan imperiallsm and the
following dogumerits to'answer questions 1 through 4,

pocument A

Uncle Sam Wrestles With ilipino Insurgency

Dachment B. :
The taking of the Philippines does not violate the principles of
the Declaration of Independence, but will spread them among a
people who have never known liberty and who in a few years
will be unwilling to jeave the shelter of the Amerlcan flag. . . .
The form of government natural to the Aslatic has always beer
despotlsm, , . . [Tle abandon those islands is to leave them to
anarchy, land] to short-lived military dictatorships, ...
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, March 1900

Document C
I wanted the American eagle o go screaming into the Pacific.

"It seemed tiresome and fame Jor it to content (tself withthe

Rockies. Why not spread its wings over the Philippines, | asked
myself? And | thought it would be a real good thing to do. . ..
But | have thought soma more, since then, and | have read -
carefully tha treaty of Parls, and | have seen that wa do not
intend to free, but to subjugate the people of the Philippines,
We hava gone there 10 conquer, not to redeem. . .. And sol am
an anti-imperialist, | am opposed to having the eagle put its
talons on any other land: C
Mark Twaln, October 1800

D0cumenf D

—

» Which of the documents Is a primary source that supports
the malntenance of Amierican control over the Philipplnes to
ensure a stable government there?

A Document A

v B Document B

£, C Document C

E: . D Document D

£2. According to Document A, how did the cartoonist choose.to
. .- portray the Fillpino population?
t A Filipinos are resisting the American presence in the
f Philippines. . ‘
. B Hlipinos are coperating with American officials to
maintain U.S. control.
ok C Hlipihos are fleeing their homes in fear of American
i soldlers, C
D Filipinos are celebrating their Independence from Spaln,

_—

3. Mark Twain most closely agrees with which of the other
documents?
A Documents Aand D
B Documents A and B
C Docuthent B
D Document D

4, Writing Task How did the principles of the American
Revolution influerica the debate over American imperiallsm
In the.Philippines? Use your knowledge of the aftermathof . . ..
the Spanish-American War and specific evidence from the
primary sources above to support your opinion.

i
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b " Map Skills The Spanish-American War 2, Regions Identify the two differant
| b o | was fought on two fronts on opposite regions of the-warld in which the
| | sides of the world, The Unlted Statas won war was fought,
aquick victory over Spain. 3, Draw Conclusiens Why do you
f, Locater (a) Havana, (b) Puerto Rico, ik more Americans dfed from
(0 Hong Kong, (d) the Philippiries  sicknessand disease thaIn.battle?
; Possession, the fighting had come to an end. Although almost 3,006 Americany . ' ‘
hmed during the war, only around 880 died in combat. Disease, especially malaria Sounce: Mistorical Slatistics of e Unltsd States |

£ and yellow fever, caused most of the deaths.

"@ Checkpoint How did the Rough Riders and African American cavalry
% units contribute to the war effort?

Effects of the War |

.

45 Secrstary of State John Hay referred to the conflict with Spain as a “splendid
Elittle war” because of the ease and thoroughness of America’s victory. Although

Z°

Ethe war may have been “splendid,” it created a new dilemma for Americans:

r::What should the United States do with Spain’s former possessions?

3

R

o

.{f!-;he Treaty of Paris Signed by Spain and the United States in December .
4,1398, the Treaty of Parls officially ended the war. Spain gave up control of Cuba, '

E?%rha Rico, and the Pacific island of Guam, It also sold the Philippines to the |
QMted States for $20 million.
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An Emerging World Power

Map Skills The United States repeatedly intervened In the :
affalrs of its Latin American neighbors from the time of the
Spanish-American War through the early 1900, !
1. Locate: (a) Cuba, (b) Mexico, (o) Veracruz, (d) Nicaragua, ;
(e) Panama Canal Zone ;

2. Place Why was Panama an ideal place for the construc
tlon of a canal?

3. Analyze Why was Cuba vital to U.S, operations in Central '
America and the Caribbean?
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<« Wielding the Big Stick

With his update to the Monroe Doctrine, Roosevelt wanted only 0., o s
see neighboring countries stable, ordérly; and prosperous,” But If

those governments were to ¢sllapse, the Unlted States stood racy to.

restore order and prevent European intervention, .
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